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Booksellers’ picks of the 
year: crime and mystery
The third instalment of Alan Bradley’s 
Flavia de Luce series, A Red Herring 
Without Mustard  (Doubleday Canada), is 
one of the most popular crime and 
mystery titles of 2011,  according to 
booksellers contacted by Q&Q.

Two other new books from established 
authors, Louise Penny’s A Trick of the 
Light (St. Martin’s Press/Raincoast) and 
Peter Robinson’s Before the Poison 
(McClelland & Stewart), are also among 
booksellers’ top 2011 crime and mystery titles.

A lesser-known Ontario author, retired aeronautical professional 
Liam Dwyer, has been one of the year ’s top-selling authors at The 
Sleuth of Baker Street in Toronto. Co-owner Marian Misters says 
Murdoch in Muskoka (Muskoka Dockside Reader), a new omnibus 
containing the first three titles in Dwyer ’s murder-mystery series, 
has been especially popular.

At Whodunit? Mystery Bookstore in Winnipeg, co-owner  Jack 
Bumsted points to local author C.C. Benison’s Christmas mystery, 
Twelve  Drummers Drumming (Doubleday Canada), as his store’s 
best-selling book of the year. Other top 2011 titles at Whodunit? 
include Q&Q book of the year The Water Rat of Wanchai and The 
Disciple of Las Vegas, both from Ian Hamilton’s Ava Lee series 
published by Spiderline, the new crime fiction  imprint from House 
of Anansi Press.

Walter Sinclair, co -owner of Dead Write Books in Vancouver, says 
the best-selling 2011 books in his store have common features. “All 
are well -established authors, all with mysteries featuring series 
characters,” he says. Dead Write’s top titles this year include 
William Deverell’s latest Arthur Beauchamp mystery, I’ll See You in 
My Dreams (M&S), and the U.K. edition of Louise Penny’s Bury 
Your Dead (Headline/Hachette).
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I love the idea, but Ford believes that  cultural institutions should be funded privately through 
donations. I'm afraid this just confirms his belief that the public purse shouldn't be used to 
fund... 
Show Rob Ford and TPL some love this holiday season · 2 hours ago

We should send His Worship some books. Heard  the bookshelf in the mayor's office is stacked 
with candy bars and chips. 
Show Rob Ford and TPL some love this holiday season · 2 hours ago

Hi Steve, I believe the 'BBC Radio 4 Drama Readings' is a separate competition. Both focus on 
short  stories, although they have different deadlines and guidelines (and the BBC Short Story 
Award... 
BBC Short Story Award opens to international writers in 2012  · 7 hours ago

what could be a journal topic based on a character? 
Miriam Toews author profile | Quill & Quire · 1 day ago

Hi Allison, 
 
Could you tell me, please, if this competition and the 'BBC Radio 4 Drama Readings' are one and 
the same? 
 
Regards,  
 
Steve Wade  
BBC Short Story Award opens to international writers in 2012  · 1 day ago
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